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1. IN RECENT PUBLIC STATEMENTS, GDR LEADERS CONTINUE 
TO CAST A POSITIVE LIGHT ON THE PROSPECTS FOR FUTURE 
PROGRESS IN GDR-FRG RELATIONS. AT THE SAME TIME, HOWEVER, 

THEY HAVE UNDERSCORED THEIR DEMAND THAT THE FRG ACCEPT THE 
GDR AS A SOVEREIGN, INDEPENDENT STATE AND RECOGNIZE A 
SEPARATE EAST GERMAN CITIZENSHIP. 

2. SPEAKING AT A DINNER IN HONOR OF VISITING MONGOLIAN 
LEADER TSEDENBAL MAY 6, HONECKER INSISTED THAT RELATIONS 
BETWEEN THE GDR AND THE FRG COULD DEVELOP ONLY ON THE 
BASIS OF EQUALITY. YET HE CAME OUT AGAINST WHAT HE TERMED 

"AN INTERNATIONAL DOOM-SAYING" (ZWECKBESTIMMTE SCHWARZMALEREI) 
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IN THE CHARACTERIZATION OF GDR-FRG RELATIONS. IN FUTURE 
NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES, HONECKER STATED, 

IT WOULD BE IMPORTANT TO KEEP IN MIND THAT REALISM WAS 
NECESSARY NOT JUST ON THE GDR SIDE BUT ON THE FRG SIDE 
AS WELL. FOR HONECKER, THE BASIC PRECONDITIONS "FOR THINGS 
TO DEVELOP POSITIVELY" WERE RESPECT FOR THE SOVEREIGNTY 
OF STATES AND THEIR BOUNDARIES AND NON-INTEREERENCE 
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IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS. THOSE WHO VIOLATED THESE PRINCIPLES 
WENT AGAINST SECURITY IN EUROPE. 

3. SED POLITBURO MEMBER SINDERMANN ALSO TOUCHED UPON 
THE ERG IN A SPEECH HONORING THE ’'32ND ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE LIBERATION FROM FASCISM" ON MAY 7. SINDERMANN WAS 
MORE DIRECT THAN HONECKER HAD BEEN THE DAY BEFORE IN 
STATING THE GDR'S DEMAND THAT THE ERG ACCEPT THE EXISTENCE 
OF TWO SOVEREIGN GERMAN STATES, RESPECT GDR BOUNDARIES, 

AND RECOGNIZE A SEPARATE GDR CITIZENSHIP. HOWEVER, HE 

DID NOT TIE THESE DEMANDS DIRECTLY TO FURTHER PROGRESS 
IN GDR-FRG RELATIONS. INSTEAD, HE ARGUED THAT THE ERG 
COULD CONTRIBUTE TO THE GENERAL GOAL OF SECURING PEACE 
AND COOPERATION AMONG EUROPEAN STATES IF IT TOOK THESE 
STEPS. 

4. COMMENT: THE GDR APPEARS TO BE STOPPING JUST SHORT 
OF MAKING FULL ERG RECOGNITION OF GDR SOVEREIGNTY AND 
A SEPARATE GDR CITIZENSHIP PREREQUISITES FOR PROGRESS 
IN THE NEXT PHASE OF NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE ERG. SETTING 
OUT THE PRECONDITIONS FOR FURTHER PROGRESS, HONECKER 
REMAINED VAGUE IN CALLING FOR EQUALITY AND REALISM. 
SINDERMANN'S MORE SPECIFIC DEMANDS WERE LINKED TO 
DETENTE IN EUROPE RATHER THAN TO FURTHER PROGRESS IN 
GDR-FRG RELATIONS. 

5. PERHAPS REALIZING THAT THE ERG IS NOT PREPARED TO 
RECOGNIZE A SEPARATE GDR CITIZENSHIP, THE GDR HAS THUS 
RETAINED A CERTAIN FLEXIBILITY IN ITS DEMAND FOR ERG 
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COMPLIANCE ON SUCH BASIC QUESTIONS. MEANWHILE, THE GDR 
HAS SENT SEVERAL RECENT SIGNALS THAT IT IS READY TO 
CONSIDER ERG PROPOSALS FOR NEGOTIATIONS ON SECONDARY 
ISSUES, BOTH IN HONECKER'S MAY 3 REMARK AND THAT GDR-FRG TIES 
WERE "BETTER THAN THEIR REPUTATION" (REFTEL) AND IN HIS 
MAY 6 STATEMENT CRITICIZING A PESSIMISTIC APPROACH TO 
GDR-RELATIONS.POLANSKY 
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